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"I “The Bottom Line”
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In Creation, God entrusted mankind with the first version of His
eternal purpose, our dominion mandate.
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let them have dominion over...all the earth...9 . blessed 6
6 1Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have
dominion...over every living thing that moves on the earth’ (Genesis 1:26-28)

God created mankind (male and female) in His image and likeness, and blessed
them. Out of this essential relationship with God we were to...

(1) represent and demonstrate His nature — zo reveal.
(2) govern and protect on His behalf — zo rule.

This dominion mandate was to have two distinct outcomes:

Outcome One. + 8 -

We were to reproduce ourselves, enlarging the family of God while populating
the earth from north to south and east to west; thus, revealing His glory in the
earth. “Go” was inserted within our very make-up in creation!

Outcome Two. = 8 -

As we covered and filled the earth we were to bring the order of God to
earth’s domain, establishing His government (Kingdom). In our “going” we
were to establish His ruling mandate in the created world.
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With The Fall, God’s redemption plan was activated but His eternal
purpose remained unchanged.

0] = [resulting in the Fall in Eden, Genesis
2:1ff] - O - 67& 6

= [resulting in the Tower of Babel, Genesis 11:1ff]9 .

The Fall did not just disconnect mankind from God (distorting our ability to
reveal Him) but resulted in mankind resisting God’s eternal purpose of filling and
subduing the earth (rebellion against His rule). Therefore, not only did God
Initiate His redemption plan to restore relationship through the Promised Messiah
(Genesis 3:15), but He intervened at Babel, forcing mankind to fill the earth; thus
setting into place His plan to restore rulership through His redeemed people, the
church (Genesis 11:6-9).

DISTORTED OUTCOME 1 - REBELLION

GOD REVEALING ¢
Fallen

MAN
RESISTED OUTCOME 2 - IMPOSSIBLE
RULING

God took the time in these opening chapters of Genesis (The Book of Origins) to
highlight the formation of (not “countries” but “people groups”) — the
most used word in the Bible — as mankind eventually accomplished Outcome 1 of
His eternal purpose: to populate the earth. The historical study of the movement
of mankind across the earth is breathtaking and reveals the evidence of God’s
finger-print every step of the way (Intervention 1). God then established the
Hebrew nation anticipating the promised Messiah (Intervention 2), through whom
Outcome 2 of His eternal purpose would be accomplished: the redeemed would
bring His Kingdom rule to the earth.

DISTORTED INTERVENTION 1
GOD REVEALING 1
Fallen
MAN
RESISTED INTERVENTION 2
RULING : ;
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With the eternal purpose on course, God formed the Hebrew nation
into which He breathed His heart values.

0 . 17 ]
9 6 - -
8 I will bless you 8 and you
shall be a blessing - 6 -
8 and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed’ (Genesis
12:1-3).

God did not choose the nation of Israel; He chose a pagan seeker named Abram
and birthed the nation of Israel from him. Thus God breathed the essential heart
values into the fabric of what became the Hebrew people. Not everything
Hebraic is “of God” — certainly, over time, cultural peculiarities inevitably
emerged — but the values birthed by God through the formation of the Hebrew
people were to be a pattern of God’s intentions.

God certainly intended to bless Abram — He always does so — but He was

emphatic about what “The Bottom Line” was: “and in you all the families of the

earth shall be blessed’ (Genesis 12:3). The word (Hebrew:

, refers to “people groups” — the Hebrew equivalent to the Greek:

for ) — expressed God’s intention to, through His revelation to

the Hebrew people, bring redemption — restored relationship, and thus the ability

to once again reveal Him and rule on His behalf — to all the peoples of the earth.

God then amazingly bound Himself to this promise through the initiation of a

covenant oath; intending to deeply imprint “The Bottom Line” into the soul of the
Hebrew nation (Genesis 15:9-17; 22:15-18).



The Abrahamic Covenant was never intended to be an exclusively
national covenant; it was a means to thrust God’s missionary heart to
all nations!

(Isaiah 6:1-3).

Although the Old Testament primarily outlines God’s dealings with the Hebrew
people, it does record God’s dealings with numerous other peoples; many times in
blessing, other times, in judgment. The point is clear: God has always been at work
among all the people of the earth to fulfil “The Bottom Line”.

Some examples of God’s blessing upon Gentile peoples or individuals recorded in
Scripture:

The Canaanites, Philistines and Hittites through Abraham.

Directly to Melchizedek.

Directly to Job, Bildad, Zophar, Elipaz and Elihu.

The Egyptians through Joseph.

Jethro, Moses’ Midianite father-in-law.

Two Moabite women, Ruth and Orpah, through Naomi.

Rahab, the Canaanite prostitute, through Joshua.

To a Sidonian widow in Zarephath through Elijah.

To Naaman, a Syrian, through Elisha.

To Nineveh through Jonah.

To the Sabaean Queen through Solomon.

To Babylon through Daniel and his friends.

To Persia through Esther.

Some examples of God’s work of redemptive judgment in the nations as recorded
in Scripture:

The Egyptians through the 10 plagues.

On the pagan nations in Canaan through Israel.

On Israel through Assyria and Babylon.

On Nineveh through Nahum

On Edom through Obadiah.

These Scriptural references highlight that God was directly involved in all the
nations of the earth. Furthermore, there are more than 300 declarative passages in
the Old Testament which clarify God’s promise to bless all peoples. “Go” has
always been two-thirds of God’s name!



What then of the Mosaic Covenant? Why does the Old Testament then focus on the
nation of Israel?

1)

()

The Hebrew nation was the people God Himself birthed out of His chosen
vessel, Abram. It was through this nation, that He Himself had established,
that He would bring forth the promised “all-peoples’” Messiah and fulfil
Outcome 2.

& =
(Galatians 3:13, 14).

The Mosaic Covenant was designed to reveal the insurmountable gap
between the holiness of God and the sinfulness of mankind. After clearly
stating His promise through the Abrahamic Covenant, God used the
Mosaic Covenant to demonstrate mankind’s need for a Deliverer. We could
never receive His promise in our own effort and ability; we were helpless
and hopeless to save or better ourselves. To receive the Promise of God and
fulfil Outcome 2, we needed a Saviour!

- &
(Galatians 3:24).
- Our Need & Solution -
The Promise Highlighted through The Fulfilment
“Revealed through the Law “Possible through
Abraham” L _ o _____ Jesus”
The Law
“Given through
Moses”
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The Great Commission was not a tag-on instruction to the church; it
was the summary of all Jesus came to do.

Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nationst @ 4
1 ; 1 6
- 8 6 - 6
(Matthew 28:18-20).

These incredible words were not an afterthought from Jesus. This is not the
“Great Suggestion” — “Oh...I nearly forgot, if you have some time please disciple
the nations...” — or the “Great Elective” — “If you feel particularly inclined to join
the spiritual elite, then please disciple the nations...”. No! These words, not only
continue to unfold “The Bottom Line” entrusted to us from year dot...they not
only summarize the life, ministry and teachings of Jesus...but they explain how
we are to flesh out the eternal purpose of God.

Jesus came to redeem mankind back to God thus reconnect us in relationship with
Father, and restore the original plan of God. God’s original plan is His eternal
plan! Redeemed, mankind could now submit to and, in turn, represent and reveal
the rule and reign of God. Hence, Jesus’ focus on the Kingdom (government) of
God. He did not just come to save us from sin...as crucial and awesome as the
salvation miracle is. Jesus came to redeem us in order to reposition us in God’s
eternal purpose: rightly connected to God, we can now bring His rule and reign —
His Kingdom (Outcome 2) — to mankind, having populated the earth — with a lot
of help from above (Outcome 1)!

RESTORED OUTCOME1
REVEALING

RESTORED OUTCOME 2
RULING 0 &

<




Consider this sample of incidents from the Gospels that highlight Jesus’
commitment to reveal and demonstrate “The Bottom Line”. (This next section is
very important. It does not just show Jesus’ intent to re-establish “The Bottom Line”
to the Jews; it urges us to continually connect with His missionary mandate too. Of
course, we are the Gentiles who directly benefited from those Jews who ‘caught’ His
message. But we can just as easily turn the blessing inward and settle for a ‘me-
centred’ faith as the Jews themselves did).

The lineage of Jesus (Matthew 1:1-17, Luke 3:23-38).

Besides Jesus’ mother Mary, the four other women listed in the genealogies of
Jesus were all Gentile women: Tamar (Genesis 38:1-6) and Rahab (Joshua 2:1)
were both Canaanites, Ruth was Moabite (Ruth 1:1-4) and Bathsheba was
Hittite (2 Samuel 11:3). In his genealogy, Luke traced Jesus’ lineage all the way
back to Adam, explicitly stressing that Jesus was the Messiah of all mankind.

Zechariah’s prophecy (Luke 1:67-79).
In his prophecy, Zechariah’s affirms that Jesus was the answer to
A B (v. 73) and then prophesied that
Jesus came to fulfil “The Bottom Line”: .
Both these phrases refer to the Gentile
people (Matthew 4:15, 16).

Simeon’s prophecy (Luke 2:30-32).
In his prophecy, Simeon reveals Jesus as the direct answer to “The Bottom
Line”: = (v.32).

The Gentile magi from the Middle East (Matthew 2:1-12).

The three were Eastern astrologers who studied the stars. God
revealed to them the birth of Christ, and they — non-Jews — provided Jesus’
humble birth with gifts worthy of His majesty.

Jesus’ early flight to Egypt (Matthew 2:13-18).
Jesus had to flee to Gentile Egypt to survive the Jewish madman Herod’s
massacre of the innocents.

Jesus began His ministry in Galilee, an area strategically positioned between
Gentile nations.

Galilee was bordered by Gentile Syria on the north, Gentile Decapolis on the
East and half-breed Samaria on the South. It was in this hilly-billy strip of Israel
— definitely not prime Jewish land — that Jesus chose to begin His ministry.
Matthew quotes the prophet referring to Galilee as

(Matthew 4:15, 16; Isaiah 9:1, 2). The invitation was accepted from day one,
Gentiles came from both 1 and the 2 to meet the Messiah
(Matthew 4:24, 25).



John the Baptizer’s declaration (Luke 3:4-6).
John made it clear that Jesus’ coming was for all mankind: all
(v. 6).

Jesus’ interactions with Gentiles.
Although Jesus did focus His earthly ministry to

- , He ministered to every Gentile who sincerely sought the living God,;
revealing, and modelling, His heart for all peoples. And the reason He focused
on - was to remind them of their mission to the Gentiles!
Jesus took great delight in ministering to the Roman Centurion (Matthew 8:5-
13) and the Canaanite woman (Matthew 15:21-28), honouring their faith; using
their example to provoke the Jews to face their responsibility to “The Bottom
Line”.
On one occasion Jesus deviated directly from His focus to
- to minister to a demon-possessed Gentile man in a Gentile region (Mark
5:1-20); history reveals why. After his dramatic conversion, his influence in the
Ten Greek Cities of the 2 birthed the Christian communities who
would later provide shelter to the Jewish believers prophetically warned to flee

from Jerusalem just before the Roman armies destroyed it! A twist of irony in
“The Bottom Line”!

When Jesus trained His disciples He focused them on the Jews but did so in
preparing them for ministry to the Gentiles.
Jesus sent out the twelve saying, 2 A B -+
- -+ 6 A- B
-C
z (Matthew 10:5, 6, 16-18).

Jesus’ parables revealed His heart for all mankind.

Jesus taught several parables that revealed God’s heart for all nations: the Great
Supper (Luke 14:15-24), the Wicked Vinedressers (Matthew 21:33-43) and the
Wedding Feast (Matthew 22:1-14). Jesus also taught parables that made
Gentiles out to be the righteous heroes (Luke 10:25-37).

Jesus’ direct statements revealing His heart for all peoples.
He came for all mankind: 4 ; ;
1 = (John 3:16). He came to bring light to all manklnd -
= (John 8:12). He always intended to be Shepherd to all,
making one flock of all mankind:
8 - -
(John 10:16). While many Jews would miss out on the promise of
God, many Gentiles would find it: . =
- < 0
[The Gentiles]
6 6
(Luke 13:28, 29).



His death would bring salvation to all mankind: -6 -

6 (John 12:32). And the end of this
age hinged on proclaiming the Gospel of His Kingdom to all mankind:
D
6 (Matthew 24:14).

Incidents in which Jesus revealed His heart for the Gentiles.
Jesus condemned three Jewish cities — Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum —
revealing that judgment day was going to be kinder to three Gentile cities —
Tyre, Sidon and even Sodom (Matthew 11:20-24). Similarly, He rebuked the
Jewish experts, saying that the Gentiles 0] and the Gentile E

1 would condemn them for their unbelief (Matthew 12:41, 42).

When Jesus returned to Nazareth with His reputation for miracles, He was given
the opportunity to speak; the audience were expectant for demonstrations of
power. He read from Isaiah 61:1, 2 quoting the prophet, . 1
, b ;
- # - - A B
(Luke 4:18, 19). The focus on the “down-and-outs” were lost on the smug
audience; they remained expectant (v. 20) and
; (v. 22). But when Jesus revealed

that God’s heart was for the Gentiles by reminding them of His goodness to two
Gentiles — the Sidon widow (vv. 25, 26) and Naaman the Syrian (v. 27) — they

attempting to murder Him on the spot (vv. 28, 29).
This remarkable turn around from hot-to-not was caused by the shock revelation
of God’s express desire for mission to the Gentiles!

When Jesus arrived at Jerusalem close to His end, He cleansed the Temple
which was being used as a market (Mark 11:15-18). But the full point of the
incident may be lost on us unless we realize that the part of the Temple that was
being used as a market place was the section that was supposed to be set aside
for the God-fearers, Gentiles seeking Jehovah. The Jews would never have
turned the inner parts of the Temple into a market, but they had so lost their
understanding of “The Bottom Line” that they thought nothing of turning the
Gentile section into a market. Jesus rebuked them by quoting the prophet Isaiah,
(Mark 11:17).
The passage Jesus quoted was a direct reference to “The Bottom Line”:
[Gentiles] F ’
. - 4
(Isaiah 56:3-7). Jesus was not just cleansing the Temple; He was cleansing the
Israelites’ blind spot to His heart for mission to the Gentiles!



The very issue that the religious establishment used to turn the Jewish
multitudes against Jesus was to appeal to their prejudices and remind them
that Jesus was spearheading a mission to the Gentiles.

While the issue that condemned Jesus was His claim to deity (Luke 22:66-71);
the religious establishment needed to first turn the multitudes against Jesus.
They did this by first trying to force Him to claim allegiance to the Gentile
Roman Emperor (Matthew 22:15-21), and then played to the racism of the Jews
(Mark 11:15-18). Incidentally, this was also the reason that finally turned Judas
against Jesus (Mark 14:3-11; John 12:1-8).

After being rebuked for undermining Mary’s extravagant act of worship, Judas
heard — one more time — Jesus’ heart for the (Mark 14:9).
. ___AB ; (v. 10). In fact, Judas
may just have been the smartest disciple...or certainly the first to actually grasp
that Jesus was, to his great disappointment, not coming for the benefit of

national Israel but to establish God’s mission to all peoples.

In Jesus’ death He again revealed His heart for the Gentiles.
The Messiah of all mankind was crucified on a Gentile cross! Even the sign
nailed over His head was written in two Gentile languages (John 19:19, 20)!
While the Jews celebrated when Jesus breathed His last, the impact of His
courageous death touched the life of the first Gentile “convert”. 1
6 6 67&
20 (Luke 23:46, 47).

Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances were, in part, to clarify His heart for all
mankind.

Of course, the purpose of the Resurrection was to give the apostles’ and early
church eye-witness proof that He was the Son of God, the Promised Messiah.
(Jesus’ triumph over sin and death were completed by His resurrection of course,
but it didn’t require Him to show Himself alive again. He did this for our proof
and...). But certainly, by the content of His post-resurrection teachings, Jesus
also wanted to ensure the apostles’ and early church had grasped the connection
to “The Bottom Line”.

Jesus appeared to His disciples on several occasions making His intent crystal
clear: ;
1 - : 6 7. 6
& 6

to all the nations = (Luke 24:45-47).



The New Testament epistles teach that the early church was the continuation of
“The Bottom Line”.

Jesus could not have been clearer about His purpose for the church.

As mentioned, Jesus made several post-resurrection appearances, one reason
being so that He could spell out the purpose of the church as clear as crystal.
Advertising experts tell us that you need to communicate your message on
repeated occasions and in various setting to get your audience to listen. Jesus
was the first then to apply this wisdom. On at least five occasions, He gave His
disciples the “Great Commission” — and incidentally, the Holy Spirit thought it
fitting to include every version of it for us too; just in case, we missed it the
first...or second...or third time (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-18; Luke
24:44-49; John 20:21-23; Acts 1:8)!

Just before Jesus ascension, the disciples were still a little fuzzy concerning
their purpose: , 6 C -
(Acts 1:6). Jesus graciously withheld a crack to their collective foreheads, but
was emphatic in His answer, giving them their (our) marching orders for a fifth
time: + - 1

8 < 6 <
1 6 (Acts 1:8)!

The Book of Acts was written with “The Bottom Line” in mind.

Luke’s purpose for writing the letter, which we call “Acts,” was to reveal how
the early church played their part in “The Bottom Line”. His refreshingly
honest approach reveals both the difficulties experienced — the external
opposition faced and their internal prejudices raised — and the gains made in
fulfilling God’s eternal purpose. God’s purpose is made absolutely clear as
Luke reveals the unfolding move of God from Jerusalem, through Judea and
Samaria and to the ends of the known world. Thus, Luke’s letter is God’s
training manual for every follower of Christ!

Besides the loud-and-clear opening statement by Jesus that Luke records (Acts
1:8), one of the tone setting themes of his letter is from Peter’s message to the
astonished audience at the lame man’s miracle (Acts 3:1-26). C 6
6 1 6 b
C 6

; 1 < 6 - 6
E (vv. 24-26).
Peter quoted the Abrahamic covenant reminding them that the purpose of
Christ’s coming was to fulfil “The Bottom Line;”
Then he went for the jugular: .

= , implying: *“You have the privilege of receiving this blessing first as the
direct natural descendents of Abraham...but you also have the responsibility,
which comes with this privilege, to carry this blessing — “The Bottom Line” —to



Paul’s writings reveal with crystal clarity God’s eternal purpose, address fill
any — and every — blind-spot the early church may have had to this mandate.
Let us just consider three examples.

To the , most brutalized by the Judaizers who opposed
God’s heart for the Gentiles, Paul took an entire chapter to ram home God’s
eternal purpose (Galatians 3:1-29). He writes: 1 6
F b
6 6 7- 9 =

& = that the blessing of
Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus (vv. 8, 13, 14). He
then concludes this passage with this outstanding statement: . neither
Jew nor Greekb neither slave nor freef neither male nor
female8 & < & 9 6

9 6 (vv. 28, 29). In
other words...there are no prejudices in the heart of God... “Come on! Let’s get
on with it...fulfil God’s Bottom Line!”

It may be worth mentioning a slight rabbit trail point here. This is a passage
expounded by many faith teachers to reveal the nature and importance of faith.
Yes, there is plenty to derive from this passage about faith. But it is a secondary
theme to this passage, and is sadly so often used to encourage individuals to
develop their “faith” in order to receive personal blessing — usually drawn from
Deuteronomy 28. Again while it is God’s desire that we be personally blessed —
specifically with the riches of relationship with Him (see Genesis 15:1, Acts
2:24-26) — the primary point, however, is that we deepen our faith in God to
plug into His eternal purpose to bring blessing to others! The Christianized
version of the American Dream is never the goal for the follower of Christ. Our
life goal is to participate with the Spirit of God to fulfil “The Bottom Line”!

To the > — without doubt the most strategic network of home
churches in the first century — Paul unpacks “The Bottom Line” better than in
any other place. The theme of the Book of Ephesians is “The Glorious Church”
and He makes it very clear what our — not the organization called “The
Church;” but us, as the church...the Body of Jesus — purpose is. He first makes
it clear that we, as the church, by virtue of the inheritance invested into us
through Christ’s victory, are to be -

(Ephesians 1:23). Wow! Reconnected with God in relatlonshlp, we — again, not
as individuals, but as the body of Jesus — are His representatives to reveal Him —
in fullness — to the earth: God’s original plan.

Then He makes it crystal clear that the Ephesians believers — comprising,
largely Gentiles — were an intricate part of this plan. .

6
& = 6 6



] -
(Ephesians 2:11, 13, 19, 22).

Then Paul gets a little personal. He explains that he has been entrusted with the
task of spearheading “The Bottom Line” to the Gentiles (Ephesians 3:1, 2). He
refers to “The Bottom Line” as (v. 3), not that God intended it to
be mysterious — He has made it ever so clear — but nevertheless, because of
mankind’s selfishness, it continued to go “over-their-heads,” so to speak. Paul

then clarifies the — In case, we miss it again — that the Gentiles
should be fellow heirst 6 partakers of His promise
& (v. 6).

Then Paul gets clearer — and forceful! He explains that God wants to
A B - A B and then once again explains: it was (and
always will be) God S
by the church

6 eternal purpose ;
& < , (vv. 8-11). Double wow! God’s original purpose,
initiated in Eden’s garden, is His eternal purpose. He has populated the earth
through intervening in history (Outcome 1). Christ has now redeemed us back to
Him, and now through us — — He desires to bring His Kingdom
rule — - = This
Kingdom rule, establish in the heavenly realm WI|| transform every realm on
the earth (Outcome 2).

Our purpose as “The Glorious Church” is to be the “means” - again,
collectively as the body of Jesus — through which God unfolds His eternal
purpose; bringing His Kingdom government to our localities and to the ends of
the earth! No wonder Paul, before he gets practical about how we as the church
should function and live (Ephesian 4-6), prays that the Ephesian church may be

(v.19)!
To the — the last church that he aimed to position as a resource
church to launch into new regions, before his first imprisonment — Paul made
similar references to this (see Romans 16:25, 26). One passage,

though, captures his message to the believers in Rome so well: < &

6 to confirm
the promises 6 that the Gentiles might glorify God
- =~ (Romans 15:8, 9). In other words, Jesus came to the Jews first in

order to confirm the promise He made to Abraham. Why?...
!



The Great Commission is our marching orders now...and all we do
ought to be measured in terms of our obedience to it.

Go into all the world -
= (Mark 16:15-18).

The Great Commission — repeated five times by Jesus, as mentioned — is the
church’s marching orders for today! Qur purpose...yours, mine, ours...is wrapped
up in this mandate!

We quote Mark’s version of the Great Commission above for one reason. While it
Is clear that the Great Commission was to be spearheaded by apostles and their
teams, we all have a critical role to play in this mandate. In Mark’s words, the only
requirement is that we I If we claim to believe in Christ Jesus, then we
are part of His body; entrusted with this mandate. And note the direction of this
commission...move, ...and do not stop until you reach

I And this last phrase — — prevents us from
letting our prejudices direct or influence the fulfilment of this mandate: “If it
breathes...(and if it is preferably human!)...preach the Gospel!”

In fact, the Book of Acts is an invitation — actually a bold call to arms — zo every
believer to play their part in the Great Commission. First, Luke begins by stating
that his first letter, “The Gospel according to Luke”, was <

(Acts 1:1). The implication is clear: what Jesus began...He
fully expects us — as His body — to continue (Acts 1:8)!

Moreover, the Book of Acts makes it clear that the life of the early church was
carried out through the priesthood of all believers. Yes, the apostles (and other
Ephesians 4:11 equipping gifts) were vital to its growing, explosive life...but to
ensure that every believer understood how vital they were to His plan, God made
sure that the apostles remained in Jerusalem when He poured out His life to every
corner of the known world.
< 8 they were all

< 1 6 except the apostles - .

went everywhere preaching the word = (Acts 8:1, 4). God first
released the river, the new wine, through every believer — forever establishing the
importance of every believer’s contribution in the Great Commission — and then
only released the apostles and their teams to ensure that the river bed, the wineskin,
had the correct apostolic engineering.



Jesus stressed that we were to disciple all (Matthew 28:18-20) 3 in
other words, every cultural subdivision of mankind. It is therefore interesting that
in our age of globalization there has never been a greater, more intense fragmenting
of cultural diversification. Today, even the “surf-rats” and “skater-boys” are a
“sub-culture” in themselves. Unless we grasp that Jesus has prophetically geared us,
as His body, to precisely target every by releasing “surfer-" and “skater-
missionaries” to plant the church into every “sub-culture;” thus, bringing His
Kingdom rule...we will continue to shout in vain for people to come to “The
Church”. God never intended for the church to call people to it; He intended for
the church to go to the people...around the corner and around the world...across
the street and across the seas!

Thus Jesus’ words not only continue to unfold “The Bottom Line” entrusted to us
from the very beginning...they not only summarize His own life, ministry and
teachings...but they explain how we are to flesh out the eternal purpose of God.
The church is not the goal...it is God’s chosen means — His Plan A, and there will
never be a Plan B — to bring His Kingdom rule to a populated earth (Outcome 2 to
Outcome 1). Church is to be the “safe place” of family — “home” — from which He
launches His “sons” into Kingdom exploits!

Father God declared, - b
, (Numbers 14:21). How did He plan to do so? How did the Lord plan to fill
the earth with His glory? Answer: through a (Ephesians 5:27);
a church in whom His glory dwells (Ephesians 1:23). When the =

in our community life (1 Timothy 3:15), the earth will ;
in us... = 4 (John 1:14).

RESTORED OUTCOME 1 - God's Glory!
GOD REVEALING :

&

JESUS

CHURCH RESTORED OUTCOME 2 — God's Government!
RULING &

&
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The Book of Revelation is a celebration of the victorious Jesus Christ
and His fulfilment of “The Bottom Line”’.

Al B ’ z 6 67C
= C 6 C
every tribe and tongue and people and nation} have made us kings

and priests to our God8 and we shall reign on the earth’ (Revelation 5:8-10).

John’s revelation of the Resurrected, Triumphant King Jesus - .
D (Revelation 17:14) — celebrates as His ultimate
victory, the fulfilment of the eternal purpose of God. “The Bottom Line”.

John, on several occasions, makes reference to

(see Revelation 5:9, 10; 7:9; 10:11; 11:9; 13:7; 14:6). He
could have simply used the Greek word for but rather chooses to
describe the ethnic subdivisions of mankind by using every noun possible in the
Greek language. This of course does not mean that every person on the planet
will be blessed, but that every people group would be represented in the eternal
blessing. John marvellously links the purpose revealed in the creation account
with this statement: (Revelation 5:10). In
other words, Outcome 2...mission accomplished!

HIS KINGDOM COME!
GOD REVEALING b

JESUS .

CHURCH RULING g , .
9 (Revelation 19:6, 7)

Jesus came to restore mankind back to Father (relationship) and into
Father’s original plan (revealing and ruling). Thus Jesus died for the Jews, the
Greeks, the Romans, the Spanish, the English, the Japanese, the Chinese, the
Afrikaans and every people group...including as will incredibly see in the next
section...the Canaanites, the Incas, the Santals, the Gedeo and the Karen.



I “God’s Finger-Prints in the Nations”

b # - 4 Y

Historical research of the origins of ancient nations confirms the
belief in One True God.

0o ; ; (Acts 14:17)

Historical research and study of the origins of ancient civilizations confirm what
we would expect. If God created mankind and was, therefore, at the roots of their
existence, then surely — no matter how their basic belief systems may have “de-
evolved” by today — there will be evidence of His Being in their origins. This is
now an established fact...polytheism followed monotheism. There is reference, in
the origins of the oldest folk religions on the earth, to the One True God, His
creation of the world, the fall of man and the need of a sacrifice to appease God’s
judgment. In each of the oldest civilizations there are even references to the
worldwide flood and the sudden appearance of many languages!

This is a crucial thought. Not only does it confirm the Bible record but highlights
the following:

1> In every human being there exists a God-shaped vacuum that only He can
fulfil (Ecclesiastes 3:11).

2> In every people group there is an essential connection with the True and
Living God (Acts 14:17).

3> Mankind lost this connection and instead blindly placed his faith, initially,
In the created world, and through “de-evolution,” into the myriad of false
belief systems and religions that spawn the earth today (Romans 2:20-25).

We should therefore be greatly encouraged that God has prepared all peoples for
His Gospel and should feel the responsibility to participate in His mission,
removing the blinders from peoples’ eyes, and thus, fulfil “The Bottom Line”.

A Biblical Example: “The Priest of Salem” (Genesis 14:18-20).

God revealed Himself to a pagan man named Abram, and gave him what we call
the Abrahamic Covenant culminating in “The Bottom Line”:
(Genesis 12:3). God sent Abram to the
by directing him to Canaan in which 10 main tribes resided (Genesis
15:19), not to mention approximately 30 other entire spreading from
Egypt to Chaldea that are mentioned in the first 36 chapters of Genesis. More
ethnic subdivisions are given in these amazing chapters of the Bible than
anywhere else.



While there were cities, such as Sodom and Gomorrah, steeped in utter
decadence and others close on their heels, such as the cities of the Amorites
(Genesis 15:6), Abram was in for a surprise if he thought he was the only
follower of Yahweh. Abram arrived at a city which took its name from the
Canaanite word for “peace” — Salem. This word would later give rise to the
Hebrew word for “peace” — “Shalom” — and would later contribute to the name
“Jerusalem,” meaning “the foundation of peace”.

At Salem, Abram met its king, Melchizedek; a combination of two Canaanite

words: meaning, “king” and meaning, “righteousness”. The “King
of Righteousness” among the decadent Canaanites? Moreover, he was also the
: AEl ElyonB who to

Abram (Genesis 14:18). Both El and Elyon were Canaanite names for Yahweh;
El appears in Ugaritic texts and Elyon appears in ancient texts written in
Phoenician. These words later worked their way into a number of key Hebrew
words such as Beth (the house of God), Shaddai (God Almighty) and ohim
(God). Amazingly, the Bible uses the Canaanite name for God, El Elyon,
interchangeably with the Hebrew word “Yahweh”.

Melchizedek then blessed Abram saying, +

- AEl ElyonBt )

: AEl ElyonB6 (Genesis
14:19, 20). Abram did not correct Melchizedek saying, “Excuse me, but the
correct name for God is not El Elyon but Yahweh”! Nor did Abram reject the
blessing saying, “I cannot receive any blessing in the name of your pagan deity”.

No! Rather Abram (Genesis 14:20). The writer to the
Hebrews would later honour Melchizedek as superior to Abram and the
Hebrew’s Levitical priesthood (Hebrews 7:1-17). A @ B
0)
(w. 6, 7).

While certainly mystery surrounds Melchizedek — was He a Theophany of Jesus
Christ? — and we cannot draw fundamental conclusions, the point must be clear:
God was at work in the Canaanite people, independent of Abram, and had
actually progressed further in His revelation to — or through? — Melchizedek
than He had to Abram at this stage in human history. This means that we can
and should anticipate the redeeming hand of God in the diverse history and
origins of all . God has been revealing Himself to all mankind, and His
specific revelation and promise to Abram would bring about the redemptive key
to unlock His blessing to all in Jesus Christ.

The Old Testament writers were not alone in using “pagan” words for God. The
New Testament writers did the same. The Greeks first used Theos as a general
term for any deity, as we use “man” to refer to any man, rather than a personal
name for any one man. However, Xenophanes, Plato and Aristotle — three great
Greek philosophers — used Theos as a personal name for one True God.



Two centuries after Plato and Avristotle, the translators of the Septuagint — the Old
Testament into Greek — used the name Theos to translate the Hebrew word
“Elohim”. They wisely decided not to use the word “Zeus” — meaning “King of
gods” because it had deep unbiblical, cultural meaning attached to it. Pagan
philosophers had made Zeus the offspring of two other gods, Cronus and Rhea.
An offspring of other beings could not equal Elohim, the uncreated One. Theos
on the other hand, was error free, and so the Septuagint translators chose this
word; as did Paul (Acts 17:16-34).

The Greek philosopher Heraclitus first used the term Logos which means, simply
“word”, to designate the divine reason or plan which governs the universe around
600 B.C. John then used this favourite Stoic philosophical term — Logos — as a

title for Jesus Christ. In his Gospel, he wrote, - ALogosBh
ALogosB ATheosBb ALogosB ATheosB = .  ALogosB
6 (John 1:1, 14). Using these two Greeks

words in relation to “Elohim” and Jesus Christ, the Bible reveals itself as
cooperating with, rather than destroying, something valid in Greek history!

Are you warming up yet?

A Historical Example: Viracocha (The Incas, Peru).

Pachacuti — sometimes spelt Pachacutec — was king of South America’s Inca
civilization from A.D. 1438-1471 and was responsible for the Inca Empire’s most
flourishing years. Somewhere during his reign he began to doubt the deity of the
sun god, “Inti”. He noted that the sun kept to a set path across the sky and kept
certain hours like a labourer. He also pointed out that the sun could be blocked
out by the clouds. Pachacuti concluded that he was worshipping a created object;
not the Creator. Where would he find knowledge concerning the true God, cut off
from Judeo-Christian influence? The answer: in the history of his own culture.
Even as Paul declared, God

Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without
witness = (Acts 14:16, 17).

Pachacuti aligned his searching of the Creator with his own culture’s almost
extinct memory of Viracocha — the Lord, the omnipotent Creator of all things.
He recalled that his own father had once claimed to receive a revelation of
Viracocha, reminding him that He was truly the Creator of all things. Pachacuti
then took his father’s discovery to its ultimate conclusion: a God who created all
things, alone deserves worship.

The concept of Viracocha was of great antiquity; the worship of Inti was a more
recent “de-evolution” from the purer original belief system. The Inca people had
? 6

[in this case, the sun]é & (Romans 1:25).



Pachucuti then called the priests of the sun together at the beautiful Temple of
Coricancha and denounced Inti as god. He established renewed worship for
Viracocha — the true God, and Inti was declared merely a created entity. He then
composed reverent hymns to Viracocha which were discovered by the Spanish
priest Cuzco, in 1575, revealing Pachucuti’s revolutionary understanding of God.
Among other thoughts, he understood God to be uncreated and eternal,
completely self-sufficient, even manifesting Himself as a trinity! He understood
that God was worshipped by angels but created man by His word for fellowship;
a relationship that brought peace and order to the world. Pachucuti understood
that God had compassion on man’s wretchedness, and was man’s sustenance,
judge and forgiver, enabling man to fight off their evil inclinations.

Incredible! Though not entirely Biblical, Pachucuti’s revelation of God’s true
nature is absolutely breathtaking considering he had no contact with the Judeo-
Christian world.

Although most pledged devotion to Viracocha, the sun priests, in fear of losing
their vested interests, reacted badly. So, an unfortunate compromise was struck.
To avoid social upheaval and public confusion amongst the masses of the lower
class people, Pachucuti ordained the worship of Viracocha as a ruling upper class
religion. The revelation of the true God was therefore kept from the Inca people.
Perhaps Pachucuti hoped that in time, worship of the true God would permeate
the Empire, but time was not on his side. Within a century, the merciless Spanish
conquistadores destroyed the royal family and the Inca upper class.

We can only just dream of what might have happened had messengers of the true
Gospel arrived ahead of the conquistadores. In fact, the Incas themselves
believed a prophecy that one day Viracocha would bring them blessing from the
west by sea! But messengers of Christ never arrived. Instead the heartless
political conqueror, Pizarro, arrived with his blood-thirsty army; exploited their
prophetic expectations, and destroyed the Incas and their Empire.

Are you challenged to the core? I have to fight back the tears every time I
think of this moment in history. But let’s consider another example that
ends on a better note...or should we say...with Good News.



A Historical Example: Thakur Jiu (The Santal, Calcutta India).

In 1867, missionaries Lars Skrefsrud and Hans Borreson discovered the Santal
people, nearly two-and-a-half million people, living north of Calcutta, India.
Skrefsrud learnt their language quickly, and became so fluent that Santal from all
over came just to hear a foreigner speak their language. Having built up a
wonderful, integral-relationship with the Santal, he began to share the Gospel
message, anticipating many years before being able to make significant headway
so far removed were the Santal from Judeo-Christian influence.

What followed was absolutely amazing! The Santal were immediately captivated
by the message! Investigating their compete fascination and eager response to the
Gospel, Skrefsrud was told by a leading Santal sage: “What you’re saying means
that Thakur Jiu has not forgotten us after all this time!”

Skrefsrud was blown away. The word Thakur Jiu meant, “The Genuine God”.
Upon further discovery, Skrefsrud discovered that the Santal had a long standing
tradition past down from generation to generation of one Supreme God Thakur
Jiu. He learnt that the Santal believed that Thakur Jiu created the first man,
Haram, and the first woman, Ayo, in a place to the west of India in a region
called Hihiri Pipiri. They believed that an evil being named Lita tempted them to
disobey Thakur Jiu, breaking relationship with Thakur Jiu. The result: Haram
and Ayo fled from His Presence in shame. From this point, the Santal believed
that they were disconnected from relationship with “The Genuine God” and fell
into superstition and demon worship.

The Biblical parallels in this Santal tradition were mind-blowing! Furthermore,
the Santal people believed in a worldwide flood, and that Thakur Jiu spared “a
holy couple” to continue mankind’s legacy. Descendents of this “holy couple,”
journeyed eastward where they eventually settled as the Santal people between
India and present day Bangladesh.

According to Santal tradition, on this long and despairing journey, their
forefathers lost their faith in Thakur Jiu and began to slide into the fear of
spiritism. One of the first demon-gods they embraced was “Maran Buru” — the
wicked spirit of the mountains — which they felt they had to appease. Over time,
other superstitions, spirit-appeasement and sorcery practices developed.

The Santal’s view of the nature of Thakur Jiu again had amazing Biblical
parallels. But they were a people living in bondage to spiritism, living with a
clear sense of guilt from breaking covenant with “The Genuine God”. They had
felt God had cursed and rejected them, leaving them forsaken to the whim of evil
spirits. Were they in for Good News or what...? The question hinged on how
Skrefsrud and Borreson would respond.



They could have shot down Santal tradition as “of the devil” or, just as Abraham
accepted El Elyon and the apostles accepted Logos and Theos, they chose to
embrace Thakur Jiu as Yahweh’s name among the Santal! And they did so, after
wisely discovering no disqualifying errors attached to this name. It was not filled
with unbiblical notions such as the Greek name Zeus was, but seemed to be
God’s fingerprint in a people prepared by Him for salvation! One factor that
helped Skrefsrud accept Thakur Jiu as a legitimate name for Yahweh was his
own Norwegian mother-tongue. The Norwegian Christian name for God was
Gud which had also sprung out of the same pagan background as Theos in Greek.

Did Skrefsrud’s acceptance of this name make any difference? On a grand-scale!
Realising that the God of the Bible had been intimately involved in their history,
preparing to reveal Himself through His Son Jesus Christ, meant the Santal
people were a ripe for harvest. The Good News that Skrefsrud brought
of forgiveness and reconciliation with Thakur Jiu immediately brought a
spiritual awakening among the Santal people. Skrefsrud himself baptised 15,000
precious lives, and statistics tell of a further 85,000 converts in the immediate
years that followed as other missionaries poured into help with the harvest.

Alleluia! Amazing! Amen?
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God has faithfully preserved His fingerprint in each people group,
waiting for His people to discern and pull the “trigger” of hope.

6 #
6 , 6
; > = (Acts 17:26, 27).

A Biblical Example: “The Unknown God” (Acts 17:16-34).

Athens was a city full of idols. O ) 6

(Acts 17:16). In studying Athens, one historian said, “It was easier to find
a god in Athens, than a man.” Another joked: “One may as well carry rock to a
quarry than take another god to Athens”.

But during the sixth century BC, Athens suffered a devastating plague, and the
Athenian city fathers offered sacrifices to every possible god, wondering who
they had offended. Finally, in desperation, they asked Epimenides, a Cretan
philosopher — influenced by Judaism’s monotheism and sacrificial worship — for
counsel. His solution was to sacrifice unblemished sheep to the true God to stop
the plague. When the plague miraculously stopped, he refused to give them the
Name of God; concerned that the Athenians would merely add him to their
pantheon of gods. True to form, they built an altar anyway with the inscription,
“TO THE UNKNOWN GOD”. Paul would later refer to God’s redeeming work
in their history by pointing to this inscription, and saying, - 6 /
6; - (Acts 17:23).

Paul would later refer to Epimenides as a and even quotes him, /
6 6 6 7& 6 b
@ 9 (Titus 1:12). Plato also referred to Epimenides as “that inspired
man” and credits him as one of the great men who helped mankind rediscover
inventions lost during “The Great Flood”. It appears that God was at work in the
Athenian’s history and Paul recognised the “trigger” of hope.

Many of Paul’s Greek audience at Mars Hill, though initially glued to his
preaching, finally scoffed at the idea of the resurrection. However, some believed.
One of those who believed was Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus (Acts
17:34). Although the immediate fruit in Athens seemed sparse, God was at work.
According to history, Dionysius later became a prominent leader in the church of
Athens. (Interestingly, his name is derived from that of Dionysus, a Greek god
whose theology — departing drastically from Greek philosophy norm — included a
death-resurrection concept!



A Historical Example: Magano (The Gedeo, South-Central Ethiopia).

Several million people, divided in different tribes, live in the hill country of
south-central Ethiopia. One of these tribes, approximately half-a-million people,
is called the Gedeo. They like, their neighbouring tribes, believe in a benevolent,
Supreme God called Magano. However, these tribes are bound in spirit-
appeasement, specifically in appeasing an evil being named Sheit’an. When
Canadian missionary, Albert Brant asked why they regard Magano with awe and
reverence, but sacrifice to Sheit’an, he was told:

“We sacrifice to Sheit’an, not because we love him, but because we simply
do not enjoy close enough ties with Magano to allow us to be done with
Sheit’an!”

The amazing redemption of this tribe began with one man from the Gedeo tribe,
named Warrasa Wange. He was of “royal descent” among the Gedeo, and he
forsook Sheit’an sacrifice for a pursuit of Magano. He began to cry out to
Magano to reveal Himself. Amazingly, Warrasa Wange began to receive
incredible, specific visions of Magano’s desire to reveal Himself, to free and
restore the Gedeo people back to Himself.

In brief the visions revealed that two-white skinned strangers would arrive,
revealed exactly what tent-structures they would erect and the exact location at
which they would base themselves, namely Dilla, a small town on the extreme
edge of Gedeo tribal land. Then Warrasa Wange claimed to hear a voice: “These
men will bring you a message from Magano, the God you seek. Wait for them”.

A full eight years passed by. Warrasa Wange waited patiently and resolutely for
his Magano to reveal Himself. Then one hot December day in 1948, two
Canadian missionaries arrived in obedience to God’s call; although they were not
altogether confident or hopeful, finally arriving on foreign soil through great
difficulties. Due to the charged political climate in Ethiopia, they had reason to
be fearful, and were urged to base themselves in the peripheral, obscure town
of... Dilla!

In God’s wonderful redemptive love for the Gedeo tribe, Albert Brant and Glen
Cain had absolutely no idea that they were walking straight into the awesome
purpose of God, and that they were simply going to be the answer to a prophetic
vision a pagan man named Warrasa Wange had seen eight years previously! In
the years that followed Warrasa Wange and his Canadian brothers planted over
200 thriving churches among the Gedeo tribe.

Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns!



A Historical Example: Y’wa (The Karen, Burma).

Imagine stumbling through the Burmese jungles and running into a rough, hill
people who seem clearly pagan, practicing spiritism that included divination
using fowl bones and numerous offerings made to appease the spirits, they
clearly feared, called “nats”. They were a people so entrenched in their folk
religion that they resisted aggressive and abusive religious and political attempts
to convert them to Buddhism.

Yet in one decade, 100,000’s of the Karen people of Burma embraced the Gospel
of Jesus Christ...the miracle happening not contrary to their folk religion, but
rather through it. On closer examination of this people group, God’s finger-print
was unmistakeable.

The Karen believed in the One “Supreme God” they named...wait for it... ¥’wa!
They were situated 6,500 kilometres from Jerusalem and had had absolutely no
Judeo-Christian exposure; yet, their name for the Supreme God — Y’wa — is
remarkably close to “Yahweh”. In fact, subsequent studies of the Karen have
suggested that they, as a tribe, have remained in the age of the patriarchs. This
would explain why their basic view of God avoided the “de-evolution” that
characterized so many other people groups.

Furthermore, the Karen had a kind of “priesthood” called the Bukhos, a group
that taught strongly against idolatry, thus effectively resisting Buddhism. They
taught the fall of mankind...where an evil creature named Mu-kaw-lee deceived
the first created couple Tha-nai and Ee-u, causing them to eat of the “fruit of
trial” which Y’wa had commanded them not to eat. This disobedience brought
physical death and disease upon the earth.

The Bukhos taught the people hymns of incredible accuracy to the Bible’s
revelation of God, extolling Y’wa as, among other things; Eternal, Creator,
Omnipotent and Omniscient. They taught their people many of the Ten
Commandments including worship of ¥’wa alone, the sacredness of His Name
and honouring one’s parents. They taught the command to love one’s neighbour,
repentance and prayer.

Although they misled their people to make offerings to the “nats” they taught that
pacifying the evil spirits was only necessary until ¥’wa would bring salvation and
the complete revelation of His ways. And guess how they believed this would
occur... they believed that a “white brother” would come from the west and bring
the Book of life that their ancient forefathers had lost! He would give them
Y’wa’s book and reveal His ways to them!



The first white man to encounter the Karen was a British diplomat in 1795. He
was overwhelmed by their unprecedented welcome and openness to him; but not
knowing their language, he was confused concerning their requests. Due to the
tensions between the Burmese and the British colonialists he represented, he
chose not to follow up these curious people but the event was recorded in “An
Account of an Embassy to the Kingdom of Ava in 1795”.

Then in 1816, the Karen rejected Muslim influence when a Muslim missionary
attempted to introduce them to Islam. Although they accepted his gift of his
Koran, the reason they rejected him was because he did not fit the profile of their
prophecy: he was not a “white brother”!

Although the Karen were clearly the most prepared people group in Burma, they
were certainly not the only people prepared for the Gospel with this amazing
“trigger” — which missiologists now call, “The People of the Lost Book.” Other
people groups existed awaiting “white” messengers who would return their Lost
Book: in Burma — the Kachin, the Lahu and the headhunting Wa - others in
southeast Asia — the Shan and the Palaung — a tribe on the Thailand-Burma
border — the Kui — in China - the Lisu — and into India — the Naga and the Mizo.

When missionary Adoniram Judson arrived at Rangoon Burma in 1817 he could
never have dreamt of the door he...and his Bible...were about to open. His target
group were initially the Burmese not the Karen. Although he learned the
Burmese language quickly he struggled to reach the Burmese people taking seven
agonizing years before reaching his first convert. Battling with severe loneliness
and discouragement he did use his time well translating the Bible into Burmese.
During these difficult seven years, unknown to him, Karen people passed his
home daily coming from their villages to trade. Had he learnt their language he
would have undoubtedly heard them singing their hymns of the Supreme God.

Then God intervened...a rough Karen named Ko Thah-byu, known for killing
over 30 men in a life of crime, came looking for work. Adoniram and his
colleagues shared the Gospel to this, seemingly simple, dim-witted pagan...and
God pulled the trigger! Ko Thah-byu devoured the message of the Gospel
realizing that he was the first Karen to receive the complete revelation of Y’wa.
The “white brother” had arrived...and he had brought the Lost Book!

Ko Thah-byu urged his white brothers to return to his village...with the Bible of
course! In the next few decades, the Karen and European missionaries witnessed
over half a million people of the “Lost Book” — from the Karen, the Kachin, the
Lahu...yes, even the headhunting Wa, the Shan, the Palaung, the Kui, the Lisu,
the Naga and the Mizo — turn to faith in Christ.

Incredible inroads continued into the twentieth century. Statistics that were kept
by missionary William Marcus, his sons and Karen workers in their ministry to
Lahu’s over a 30 year period were incredible. They baptized over 2000 Lahu’s
every year; and in their most fruitful year witnessed over 4,500 Lahu’s surrender
to Christ!
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The Bible reveals that satan works through an organized hierarchy of
demon powers.

4 6 6
6 6
(Ephesians 6:12).

Satan is not omnipresent and therefore carries out his purpose through an organised
hierarchy of demonic forces (Ephesians 6:12). Demons differ in strength and
influence (Matthew 12:45). This passage in Ephesians 6:12 highlights at least two
clear distinctive levels of demonic power:

(1) High-ranking dark angels: or :

)) or oppress people groups, often using an
influential person(s) to do so. We refer to this as corporate-level spiritual
warfare.

(2) Lower-ranking or of demons.
) or oppress individuals. We refer to this as personal-

level spiritual warfare.

[There may, of course, be varying degrees of power within these two
divisions, but whether or not this is the case, is not essential. These two
distinctions give us sufficient understanding as to the nature of the battle].

When Jesus said He has given us -

(Luke 10:19), He meant __, , , including high-ranking
demons. The charge Jesus gave personally to each of the seven churches in Asia
Minor was / = This word (Greek: ) means, “to conquer, to obtain

victory,” referring to direct warfare against the enemy.

Paul emphatically states: _ . Our battle
IS not against people! The influential people who the enemy uses are often
completely unaware of the fact that they are puppets on a string. It is fascinating
that even though Jesus identified the city of Pergamos as the place 9

(Revelation 2:13) — because it was the centre of Emperor worship; the
seat of Roman government, boasting an 80 metre high altar to Zeus — we are taught
to (1 Peter 2:17) and to pray for the king (1 Timothy 2:1, 2).
The early church’s battle was not against the Emperor, but against the demonic
forces using the Emperor.



The Bible reveals that satan exerts his influence on individuals and
people groups through strongholds.

4

6 ?
6
& (2 Corinthians 10:4, 5)

As Paul contends for the church in Corinth, he reveals the nature of the battle. We
can draw the following implications from this passage.

(1)

(2)

(3)

Strongholds are unrenewed thought processes engraved in the soul,
specifically, the mind. . In reference to
a people group, a stronghold is a prevailing attitude among the people of
this social grouping: [attitude]

(Ephesians 4:23). The word describes a fortress of spiritual
power (v. 4), and therefore it, negatively, refers to ungodly thinking that
gives for the devil to exploit (Ephesians 4:27). Positively, it refers

to Jesus Christ who becomes our Stronghold (Psalm 18:2), when we renew
our thinking in line with His.

) amounts to full-blown spiritual warfare as
we tear down these demonic command and control centres; thus the need
for spiritual that are . As we will see in the next
section, the phrase, , 1S best understood as
“apostolic strategies”.

Strongholds originate from two sources:

From human induced thinking: (v. 5).

Human induced thinking stems from that which we learn from our
culture, our upbringing and from our life experiences. Through
conscious and unconscious conditioning, we establish a view of reality
within our minds which is often not in line with God’s revealed truth.
The lies (and half-truths) we come to believe then serve as strongholds
through which the devil can (and will) oppress us.

From direct demonic confrontation: (v.5).

Direct demonic confrontation occurs from any number of satanic
attacks, certainly when we make ourselves vulnerable through unbelief,
fear, sexual perversity, dabbling in the occult, or through abuse,
exposure to trauma, curses, etc. etc.



(4) Strongholds can be identified in several forms, for example:
Individual sin that becomes habitual (1 John 1:6).
Absence of Christian virtues in society. Where a lack of faith, hope and
love reside; unbelief, despair and fear prevail (Mark 6:5, 6).
Philosophies of the world (Colossians 2:8). Both false religions and
worldly philosophies are strongholds from which the enemy oppresses
and influences people (for example, consider how the religions of the
heathen nations affected the Israelites in Canaan).
Occult involvement (Acts 8:7-11).
Social oppression and injustice often results in strongholds of
unforgiveness, bitterness and revenge (for example, consider the
Israelites in Egypt).

(5) Strongholds are not just confined to individuals, but may exist in any
corporate grouping of people, such as a family, a church, a city and even a
country. In fact, any social grouping of people may be victim of unrenewed
thinking — prevailing attitudes — that gives ” to demonic exploitation.
Paul was not just speaking to individuals at Corinth when he referred to

; he was addressing the corporate strongholds from which
the devil exploited the church as a whole*.

These implications are vital to understand. While individual demons hold
individual people captive, principalities hold entire social groups captive
because of the access they are given through these corporate strongholds.
Think of how the stronghold of racism has kept so many nations captive
and slave to murder, injustice and violence. The strength of this fortress of
spiritual power is seen in South Africa, for example, as many attempted to
justify ‘apartheid’ biblically!

After casting out a demon from a mute person (Luke 11:14), Jesus

described the demonlc asa (v. 21) who guards ;
referring to a “person” for a lower-ranking demon, or a “people group” for
a high-ranking principality. Jesus explained that the IS

(v. 21); his armoury being the spiritual darkness — the
stronghold — that unrighteousness or unrenewed thinking provides.

*The predominant stronghold in Corinth was certainly sexual perversity. Corinth was known for its
sensuality and sacred prostitution. The city was the centre of worship to Aphrodite (Venus), the goddess
of licentious love, and the city boasted a temple in her honour with a 1,000 prostitutes available to
willing worshippers! Even the city’s name became a proverb: “to corinthianize,” meant to practice
prostitution.

From this fortress, demonic power influenced many of the problems in the church: from the extreme
situation of a man in the church sleeping with his father’s wife; obviously, his step-mother (1 Corinthians
5:1-13), to confusion and hyper-reactions to marriage (1 Corinthians 7:1-40), to neglect concerning
modesty (1 Corinthians 11:3-16), to excesses and indulgences (1 Corinthians 11:21) and even a tendency
towards hedonism (1 Corinthians 15:1-58).



(6)

The is only defeated when one
(v. 22); that is, the Holy Spirit (v. 20; c.
Matthew 12:28). Here is the first time Jesus uses the battle term
, and his point is clear: He expects us, in dependence on the
Holy Spirit, to demolish strongholds.

Some may ask, “Do people groups actually have their own psyche? Do
towns and cities have their own personality?” Yes, they do. Jesus rebuked
Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum as personal entities (Luke 10:13-15).
They had corporate strongholds — prevailing sinful attitudes — that brought
judgment upon them. For this same reason, God judged Sodom and
Gomorrah (Genesis 18, 19).

Jesus wept and interceded for the city of Jerusalem saying, - you

= (Luke 19:41, 42). While there were many genuine believers in
the city, Jerusalem as a collective entity had rejected Him and would
therefore fall under the judgment of God in AD 70 in fulfilment of Jesus’
prophecy (vv. 43, 44). In other words, just as strongholds may be personal
in nature (person A suffers from fear), strongholds may also be corporate
in nature (church A or city B suffers from fear). The strength of the “hold”
— influence — that the devil has through this is determined by how deeply
the people group lives in this false reality.

Through corporate strongholds, the devil often exerts geographical or
regional influence. Those who have had the opportunity to travel to places
such as the Orient and certain countries in Africa, for example, can testify
to experiencing, in certain places, a “darkened change in the atmosphere”.
The presence of evil can also be acutely sensed in various places in our
own cities and towns. What gives place to this localized demonic
influence? Answer: corporate strongholds.

For example, when Jesus rebukes the compromising church of Pergamos
(Revelation 2:12-17), He says, - = 6

9 (v.13). As mentioned above, the city of Pergamos
boasted an 80 metre high altar to Zeus; it was the seat of government and
was the centre of Emperor worship. In addition, it was the centre of
worship of Aesclepius — the god of healing — whose symbol was a serpent.
Jesus clearly called Pergamos the place, 9 :
Obviously the devil did not own property in down-town Pergamos...but
though Jesus’ own words, we learn that the devil can hold geographical or
regional influence...and thereby, he can (and does) hold entire people
groups captive.

Thus the devil can influence regions through corporate strongholds. By
region we mean any social grouping of people whether this is culturally
or geographically defined.
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The Bible implies what history reveals: the original, founding belief
in One True God — monotheism — “de-evolved” into polytheism ...and
into every false “ism” today.

People groups share common hindrances and obstacles to faith in Christ.

Even a casual survey of reveals two things. On the one hand, we
see in them, in a decreasing measure, some glimpse or evidence of connection
with their Creator...while on the other hand, we see an increasing
deterioration from the glory of God. The extent and characteristics of this
deterioration is unmistakably common within each people group. It is almost
as though every person within a specific people group has agreed to conform
in deliberate ways consistent with this people group. English people have
certain cultural strengths and weaknesses; as do Afrikaaners; as do Japanese;
as do Aborigine; as do Zulus...

Of course, no vote was necessary, even foreigners who live within a specific
people group will, in time, start to conform — often reluctantly — to the
“Iinfluence” on this culture. What is this “influence”? What are the shaping
forces behind various people groups? There is no doubt that many cultural
characteristics do stem from ingredients like the geography of the nation, the
history of the nation, influential leaders/heroes/celebrities (both good and bad)
of the nation, etc. etc. However, this is only half the picture, and certainly the
surface picture.

Behind the formation of people groups satan was active, attempting to spoil
the work of God. The devil’s paw-prints in the inception of many people
groups means that he has established a measure of influence by which he
keeps them captive. Thus many lie captive,
(1 John 5:19); their = =
(2 Corinthians 4:4).



Understanding the origin of satan’s influence: 7/ !
! ! 4

The origin of satanic influence began in earliest times. Remember, that a vital
part of God’s eternal purpose was, what we have called Outcome 1, for
mankind to (Genesis 1:28). As we have seen, separate cultural
grouping were not contrary to the will of God; it was His intention that as
mankind populated the earth they would adapt to their environment and develop
their own cultural expression of glorifying Him. Paul made this very clear:

A B: every nation
6 determined their pre-appointed times boundaries of
their dwellings} , - m (Acts
17:26, 27).

In fact our cultural identity, redeemed in Christ, is so important to Him — and
runs so deeply into our personalities — that even in heaven this wonderful
diverse unity will be a hallmark of our Worshlp to Him. What an awesome

picture we are given: - nationsb tribest peoplest
tongues? , 6
(Revelation 7:9, 10).
In order to accomplish Outcome 1 — — God had to intervene at

the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9). The people, unified by demonic influence,
attempted to build a tower, identified by archaeologists as an occult ziggurat, to
reach the stars in opposition to this very command (v. 4). God confused their
languages, and (vv. 7-
9). His intention was that as they populated planet earth, they would worship
Him and raise families that would glorify Him:

, - - (Acts 17:27). While many did, sadly, many did not.

In their dispersion across earth, many people groups began to worship and serve
the creation rather than the Creator. They looked to the elements of the earth to
provide for them. In the face of drought they offered up sacrifices to the rain for
deliverance. In fear of wild animals they made the beasts the object of their
worship in an attempt to appease them. It was in their trauma that rather than
turning to their ever-available God, they sought out other gods; and satan
jumped at this opportunity!

Deuteronomy 32:8 explains that God

under the oversight of His angelic hosts*. These angels would minister to the
inhabitants of a given territorial region (Hebrews 1:13, 14). Although God is
not bound by geography or territory, we are. As mankind settled into people
groups defined by geography and territory, God’s angelic host were to oversee
them within the (Acts 17:26).

*1t is unfortunate that the NKJV and other modern translations obscure this exact meaning. They translate this
to mean that God set the boundaries of the people groups “according to the number of the children of Israel”.
This should have been translated, “according to the number of the angels of God”. Most versions note this
through a marginal reference. Hebrew understanding and other verses support this important view: God spread
humanity into cultural people groupings under the oversight of His angels.



However, as these people groups switched their allegiance to the wind, rain, sun,
animals and a host of other elements of creation, so satan displaced these angels
with his own*. The spiritual darkness provided by these social groupings’
flirtation with false gods gave satan entrance into their very souls. The devil
would then assign a principality, a high-ranking demon, to blind this people
group from the truth (2 Corinthians 4:4), directing the affairs of lower ranking
demons (John 10:10). To seal the rot,
these dark ruling angels then embodied the superstitious imaginations of these
people and began to receive their worship and service as their own.

God’s attitude to this is important. Nothing stirs the wrath of God more than

when humanity decides to A B A B
& (Romans 1:25). As they continued in A B
3
i , God and (Romans 1:18-

32). In other words, because they continued to resist Him; God withdrew,
leaving them with that which they clearly desired: their sin and its
consequences. They exhausted the incredible patience of God by ignoring His
pleas to repent, and therefore received His judgment. Spiritual darkness
enveloped them and satan established one foothold after another within these
people groupings.

Maintaining influence through the initiation of festivals and rituals: 7/
4

Once satan had received the allegiance of these people groups, he was able to
ravage them and their descendants. His dark angels would seek to possess the very
personality of the people group so that lower ranking demons could possess or
oppress its inhabitants. In order to consummate and maintain this evil covenant,
satan would inspire and cultivate perverse rituals, sacrifices and festivals. The
demonic atrocities practiced by many of these groups, such as cannibalism, head-
hunting, child sacrifice and sexual orgies brought great delight to satan — and
obviously stirred the wrath of God!

No wonder God’s wrath and judgment is first directed at the ?

, the ruling dark angels, before He directs it towards the people themselves
(Isaiah 24:21). This was the case when God judged the Egyptians who held His
people captive in Exodus, Chapters 1-12. He judged the Egyptian gods in the ten
plagues, saying, > - ? F (Exodus
12:12). God, in response to His people’s intercession (Exodus 3:7) judged the
demonic rulers behind the Egyptian gods...and then judged the Egyptians
themselves.

*The word “displaced” is key here as it refers to the “principle of displacement” that we look at on p. 53.



It is important to understand the spiritual implications behind these rituals,
sacrifices and festivals. They are not just cultural traditions; they represent a
renewing of the covenant between the people group and satan’s rule. For
example, while many today ignorantly partake in Halloween, Satanists and
occult practitioners renew their covenant with the devil at this festival.

Similarly, festivals in many parts of the world today carry more than a cultural
sentimentality; they are the renewing of demonic covenants. In fact, it is
through the maintenance of these types of practices that satan could, for an
indefinite period of time, be freshly welcomed by each grouping of people. And
as these rituals were passed onto successive generations so satan could maintain
his influence over them. In this way the devil has taken captive people groups
from the earliest times and maintained his power over them.

We are not advocating that we paint all cultural festivals with this brush. We
must be careful not to judge the cultural traditions of people groups prematurely.
Some festivals are clearly demonic in origin and nature, while others may not
be so. Discretion, respect and prayer are essential. Certainly, we believe that
some festivals, whose origins were demonic, have lost — through time — all
connection with the devil and thus no longer influence the people group
negatively. “Example? Give us an example!” | hear you ask.

Okay, here is an example really close to home...Easter! While Easter is the
period of the year which aligns with the Jewish Passover, the time that Jesus
died and rose again, the origins of the “Easter-festival” itself — with the “little-
bunny-and-all” — were occultist. The rabbit and eggs were symbols of worship
to the goddess of fertility and new birth! We would argue that the connection to
this occult festival is long gone broken and therefore no longer represents a
foothold from which the devil can influence or oppress.

Maintaining influence through “upgrading” the object of worship.

From time to time people groups would change their allegiance to other false
gods; when their god appeared to be “defeated”. This would be the case when in
war with another social grouping, victory would validate their god’s power and
defeat would mean that their enemy’s god was more powerful. In defeat, they
would often worship and serve the victor’s god; sometimes by choice, and at
other times by force. Changing alliance might also occur when another god
became more beneficial than their god. For example, when technology would
replace their reliance on the god’s of nature, a new (mostly unconscious)
covenant may be made with the newly perceived object of deliverance.
Obviously, these changes in allegiance could take place over a period of time,
but this would explain how and why people groups have changed the object of
their worship through the ages.

1 #%



In more primitive times, this change in allegiance may have occurred in a single
defeat against a neighbouring tribe. Certainly, advances for the Kingdom have
occurred through “power encounters,” historically evidenced through the
conversion of entire social groupings to Christ. These “people movements”
were the result of a direct confrontation between the Spirit of God and the
demonic rule in that specific area. Even today, power evangelism in Third
World countries is resulting in entire people groups who were once wrapped in
the occult and demonic power finding Christ, as each “power encounter”
reveals the highest power: Jesus Christ!

Other changes in allegiance would take longer. Through the social groupings
acceptance and practice of a certain reality, so the worship and service of a
certain god could alter. Take for example much of the Western World today.
Most people, through their exposure to rationalism, would not pledge a
conscious allegiance to the savage prospects of say, child sacrifice; yet we see
the same fruit. Abortion on demand, for one, is the result of the materialistic
and individualistic generation we live in today. While the sacrificial practice is
very different, is there any difference in the result? Our children are offered up
to the gods we worship and serve!

And back to our “Easter” example. While the occult links to the “Easter-
festival” may be long gone, the materialism around modern day holidays such
as Easter and Christmas still keeps many in bondage. Thus while most believers
have no idea that the 25™ of December was originally a day of worship to
Saturn; or that the Christmas tree, the mistletoe and other symbols of our
Christmas festivities originally had occult roots — and, in our opinion, no longer
share any connection to demonic influence — they may still be guilty of missing
the opportunity to celebrate the birth of Christ at this time; instead paying
homage to the “spirit of mammon”! Allegiance changes — in this case, from
occultist practices to materialism — may be subtle but remain incredibly
powerful in holding people in bondage.

How do satan and his demons react to these changes in allegiance? They simply
adapt their control over these people groups by embodying whatever god the
people desire. The devil would not be concerned with what people pledged their
allegiance to as long as it was not to Christ Jesus. He uses whatever god the
people respond to as a “mask’ for his intentions. If the people began to worship
and serve gods of Greek mythology instead of the primitive gods of nature, he
would rejoice to the degree that he maintained his hold over them; different
mask, same result. If the people exchanged their Greek heroes for dependence
on science and technology, he would continue to enjoy his success at keeping
them from Jesus Christ. Different strategy, same result: humanity blinded from
the truth of their Saviour!



The Bible clearly reveals that the “behind-the-scenes” spiritual world
dictates matters to the “visible” natural world.

= 6
(2 Corinthians 4:18).
The King of Tyre

In Ezekiel 28, we get an inside peep into how satan used the then political
world ruler as a puppet for his purposes. While the prophet Ezekiel blatantly
spoke God’s judgment against the human ruler of Tyre (vv. 1-10), he does
reveal the power source behind the man’s rule. We do not know how Ezekiel
interpreted that which he prophetically reveals, but he pinpoints satan himself,
called -, as the puppeteer behind the scenes (vv. 11-19).
Whether satan was directly controlling this world ruler, or whether he did so
through a high ranking principality we are not told. But the clarity of the
spiritual world dictating matters in the natural is obvious. We also see the clear
regional clout that the devil enjoyed through this influential man.

The Prince of Persia

In the Book of Daniel, Chapter 10, we get an even clearer picture. As Daniel
seeks the Lord in prayer and fasting (vv.2, 3), unbeknownst to him, a spiritual
war was raging: an angel sent to deliver God’s answer to Daniel’s intercession
was opposed by the forces of darkness (vv.10-13). Daniel’s intercession was
spiritual warfare on a world-wide scale. He was seeking the Lord concerning
the outcome of His people and the future of the leading political power at the
time, Persia. The principality warring against him was none other than the

- ) (v.13), a high-ranking principality assigned to oppose the
will of God. After twenty one days of spiritual warfare, Daniel’s role in it being
critical, the archangel Michael was discharged to turn the warfare in Daniel’s
favour. The )] was routed and the angel was able to bring
Daniel’s answer to prayer (vv.14-19). The angel explained the delay:

2 62 6 for from the first day that you set your heart to
understandb 6 your words
were heards8 - +  prince of

Persia # 8 6
6 (Daniel 10:12, 13).



Notice, God heard Daniel’s prayer on the very first day that he began to seek
Him. This angel was dispatched immediately to bring Daniel his answer but he
was opposed for three weeks by the prince of Persia. The prince of Persia was
clearly not a man, but a high-ranking dark angel who opposed God’s will
coming to pass in a defined region. Notice how both the angels -
(v. 13) — and the demons are called " Itisnota
coincidence that Paul reminded us that our battle is not against people but
(Ephesians 6:12).
Daniel’s role armed the archangel Michael to assist the angel in delivering the
message to Daniel. The angel concluded: -
) 8 - 6
-0 6 ?
(vv. 20, 21). Again we see how successes or failures in the spiritual
realm affect the course of this natural realm; and the role God entrusts to us!

Action in the Book of Acts...

The Acts of the Apostles contain five corporate-level warfare encounters.
Within the context of that which we have already considered and consistent
with similar “power encounters” throughout church history and Third World
Christianity, we will gain fresh insight into the authority Christ has given us
through investigating these encounters in Acts. Armed with this knowledge we
can be more strategic in our responsibilities and more faith-filled in our vision
for Christ’s mission for the nations. The accounts in Acts are as follows: Peter’s
encounters with Simon the sorcerer in 8:4-25 and with Herod in 12:1-24, and
Paul’s encounters with Bar-Jesus in 13:6-12, the python spirit in 16:9-40 and in
Ephesus in 19:1-41. A detailed study of each account is very intriguing but
would be surplus to our requirements here. What would be helpful is to
highlight several key thoughts related to spiritual warfare.

(1) Often, but not always, corporate-level spiritual warfare includes
personal-level warfare and confrontation with the occult. This was the
case in Acts 8, 13, 16 and 19; where we see direct personal deliverance
(8:7; 16:18 and 19:12), and confrontation with the occult pierce the
influence of the residing principalities (8:9; 13:8; 16:16 and 19:19). The
exception was Acts 12, where the principality used the political ruler
Herod for regional influence. And even in Herod’s case, as we will see
below, it was absolutely clear that he needed deliverance! The point is that
in overcoming principalities on a corporate-level, we will need to be
involved on the ground, so to speak, ministering to those oppressed on a
personal-level.



(2) Corporate-level spiritual warfare can often be identified by the regional
influence that a particular person has over others. The principality will
use their charisma and the like to exert influence over others.

In Acts 8, Simon the sorcerer was more than a local practitioner, he was
referred to as the (v. 10). And this title was not
designated to him by just the loony few, but b

. Clearly, the “prince of Samaria” had significant
regional influence over the people group of Samaria through him.

In Acts 12, the political figure, Herod, was the puppet on the strings of
principality. His desire to crush the early church was more than a
political move, but a principality at work. Killing James (v. 2) revealed
a definite influential evil spirit that had plagued his family through
several generations. His grandfather had slaughtered all the Jews aged
under two in an attempt to kill Jesus (Matthew 2:16-18) and his father,
had ordered the head of John the Baptist on a platter (Matthew 14:1-12).

In fact, history reveals that Herod’s grandfather not only killed both his
brother-in-laws, his wife and two of his own sons, but was demonized
to the very end. Five days before he died, he ordered the arrest of many
citizens to be executed on the day of his death to ensure a suitable
atmosphere of mourning! Herod more than likely did not know that he
was being used for demonic gain. His desire for political approval gave
the devil to , kill James and
arrest Peter for execution (vv. 1-4).

In Acts 13, the sorcerer Bar-Jesus was enjoying influence over the
political authority, Sergius Paulus, and directly attempted to oppose the
Gospel message (vv. 6-8). Obviously, the principality had significant
influence over Paulus’s region and was determined to keep it.

In Acts 16 we see significant regional influence in Philippi through the
practice of the occult. Obviously, this was more than just a superstitious
magic-show, but the revealing of principalities at work to blind the
inhabitants of these two cities from the truth. The “prince of Philippi”
resided within a fortune-teller, who was obviously successful as she
brought incredible profit to her masters but was left notably powerless
after her deliverance (Acts 16:16, 19).

It is unfortunate that the exact nature of this principality is not revealed
by the NKJV translation, . The literal translation
Is a “python spirit” (Greek: ), indicating the prevailing
presence of the major cult in Philippi. This principality embodied the
worship of Apollo, whose high priestess was know as the Pythia
because she was, according to the legend, empowered by the spirit of a
python. Remember that the principality embodies the superstitions of
people and thereby controls them.
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In Acts 19, we again see the regional influence of the occult. While
there is no record of any direct confrontation with demonic power, as in
Acts 16, historical and biblical study reveals that the “prince of
Ephesus” was in fact, a “princess”...Diana in Roman (Artemis in
Greek). Ephesus was home of the great temple of Diana (vv. 34, 35),
and the centre of her regional influence; influence that carried
throughout the province of Asia Minor.

Paul’s concentrated apostolic work in Ephesus over a two year period
made tremendous inroads into Diana’s influence,

’ < (v. 10). Amazingly,
in just fifty years from the time of Paul’s work in Ephesus, the worship
of Diana died throughout the provincial region of Asia Minor.

When a principality is defeated, or seriously opposed, corporate victory is
achieved in the very region previously under the jurisdiction of the
principality. This is a critical issue: it is the reason we engage in spiritual
warfare; to see what was once held captive by satan released for the glory
of God! Incidentally, we use the qualifying thought, “or seriously
opposed,” here because we may not be absolutely sure that the principality
IS eradicated from the region. We can be sure that victory is obtained to the
degree that God’s will is accomplished and that those we minister to are
free from its influence.

In Acts 8, the defeat of the “prince of Samaria” resulted in significant

victories for the Kingdom of God: < 6
1 (v. 25).

In Acts 12, Peter’s escape from prison (vv. 6-17) and Herod’s violent

death (v. 23) caused to grow and multiply (v. 24); a

direct reference to significant regional victory. Furthermore Herod’s

death, described as , IS more than just poetic. We can

assume that the principality behind Herod was related to death. Reports,
even today, indicate that when the spirit of death is routed, the human
vessel used is often violently destroyed.

In Resistencia Argentina, for example, following one of the most
successful church planting initiatives ever done in history; the high
priestess of the cult worshipping San La Muerte — Spanish for St. Death
— burnt to death in her room. Many shrines had been erected to St.
Death, and many of it’s followers has small bone engraved idols of it
inserted in their skin or in their nipples to guarantee them favour with
this spirit. Two weeks before the initiative began, which resulted in the
church population actually doubling, the high priestess’s violent death
was also unusual. The priestess, her mattress and her idol of St. Death,
several metres away from her bed, were the only items burnt in a
household full of flammable objects! Herod died violently at the
“hands” of the routed spirit of death.



In Acts 13, Sergio Paulus was converted (v. 12) only after Paul’s
victorious confrontation with the “prince of Pathos” (vv. 9-11).
Significant territorial results, although not detailed, could be expected.

In Acts 16, Paul’s warfare with the python spirit rocked the “prince of
Philippi” (v. 18), only for him to strike back viciously in a counter
attack (vv. 19-24). Persistent warfare brought further victory and the
establishment of a vibrant, influential church (vv. 25-40).

Acts 19 carries a similar story. Paul’s confrontation with the “prince of
Ephesus” led to incredible God-glorifying exploits (vv. 11, 12, 17-19),
concluding with these words: 1

(v. 20); again a reference to reglonal victory.

(4) Spiritual victory is won through intercessory prayer. \While our armour
refers to the backbone of Christ-likeness — , <
& (Romans 13:12, 14) - the actual battle is won in intercession:
= (Ephesians 6:10-8).

Unless we realize that throughout the Book of Acts, intercession bathed
everything they did, we will be totally ineffective demolishing
strongholds and releasing God’s Kingdom rule. Although Luke does
not record prayer meetings in every “power encounter”, we know that
earnest prayer was clearly established in the lifestyle of the early church
and direct references to the apostles hearing so precisely from God
indicates intercessory travail second to none!

While we do have direct references to prayer in Acts 13 (vv. 2, 3) and
16 (vv. 13, 16), Acts 12 reveals intercessory prayer with great clarity. In
fact, Peter’s escape from prison (vv. 6-17), Herod’s violent death (v.
23) and the spread of God’s word (v. 24) can be attributed to only one
thing: - 7 (v. 5).

The word for (Greek: ) speaks of a degree of
spiritual warfare equalled in only one other place in the Bible: Jesus’
blood-sweating intercession in Gethsemane (Luke 22:44)! No wonder
the spirit of death was ousted, the “prince of Samaria” routed, the
“prince of Pathos” overcome, the “python spirit” evicted and Diana of
the Ephesians pulverized. Interceding believer’s turned back the
kingdom of darkness to establish the Kingdom of Jesus Christ!
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Our role is to be the church of Christ; the body of Jesus, multiplying
His life through the planting and parenting of churches.

- 6 ;
- = (Matthew 16:18, 19).

On the foundation of Christ, Jesus builds His church (Mathew 16:13-18). This is
our identity: we are His church, the living body of Jesus. We do not “do” church;
we do not “go to” church. We are the church. And Jesus entrusts the work of His
Kingdom to us, His church (Outcome 2). We are the church, and we are to extend
His Kingdom.

The essential strategy that the Lord has entrusted to us in fulfilling “The Bottom
Line” is, in fact, church planting. Jesus’ instructions to

(Matthew 28:19) translated directly and practically into planting (and
parenting) self-functioning spiritual communities, churches (Acts 14:21-23).
Thus our role lies in our identity...we as the church — filled with the fullness of
God (Ephesians 1:22, 23) — are to fulfil “The Bottom Line” as we reproduce this
life through planting and parenting churches.

Church planting is not the end goal though. The end goal is Christ’s Kingdom rule
revealed in every arena of society: family & marriage, education & work, business
& employment, science & technology, media & entertainment, arts & sports and
politics & environment. But His chosen means to penetrate society — to open a
portal for His Kingdom to be released — is through living expressions of church life.
Planting a church into a region is the beachhead from with the Kingdom can
invade the region with righteousness, peace and joy. And planting home churches
into a city ensures that we keep infrastructure to a minimum and discipleship to
a maximum. From the “safe place” of spiritual family, we can anticipate the
launch of Kingdom exploits resulting in fruit that remains (John 15:16).

Church planting (and parenting) has now been proven to be statistically the best
strategy for evangelism and discipleship, which should come as no surprise to
those committed to the strategy revealed to us in Scripture. Statistical studies now
prove without question that church planting and parenting is head and shoulders
above every other means, the most effective strategy for fulfilling the Great
Commission. Simply stated, church planting enables us to penetrate people
groups rather than just reach individuals. This not only provides an immediate
family of covenant relationships essential for effective discipleship, spiritual
growth and the opportunity for all to minister; but it also enhances the possibility
of overcoming corporate strongholds, aiding a greater impact into the people group
as a whole.
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As the church — Christ in us, the hope of glory — God has entrusted us
with several apostolic strategies to fulfil “The Bottom Line”.

4
6 ?
6
& (2 Corinthians 10:4, 5).

In this passage, Paul reveals his personal reliance on God to enable him to fulfil
“The Bottom Line” in his apostolic calling. While his phrase

iImmediately reminds us of the need to be properly armed (Ephesians
6:11-18); it refers to more than just wearing the spiritual (Greek:

).

The word for (Greek: ) means “instruments,” referring to more
than just the weapons themselves but specifically, how they are used. And the
word (Greek: ) is the word from which we derive the word
“strategy”. Written from Paul, as an apostle, who is referring to his

, the phrase is best understood as “apostolic strategies”. Through these
apostolic strategies, Paul fulfilled the Lord’s command A 9B b

6
= (Acts 26:18).

Although each of the seven strategies outlined below demands a course of its own,
let us briefly look at our arsenal of “mighty weapons”. Please note that each of
these seven strategies can and should be applied, to some degree, whether one is
planting a church, a home church, birthing a new ministry, launching a new
business or even ministering to an individual.
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6 within the limits of the sphere which God appointed

us- 4 ? - 6
6
6 - = (2 Corinthians 10:12-17).

Paul the apostle was careful not to venture beyond his level of authority. He
soberly warns us to avoid or ourselves with others,
saying this is (v. 12). He then explains that he only operates within

A B (v.13). This phrase refers
to the God-appointed boundaries of his authority. If Paul chose to operate within
his level of authority, how much should we!

From Daniel’s ordeal with the Prince of Persia we derive an important lesson
(Daniel 10:1-21): it takes a prince to overcome a prince. God gives levels of
authority for a reason. For example, parents are given authority over their home;
thus, there are battles that only they can fight and win. If they do not operate in
their authority (in loving leadership), there is little others can do.

In the same way, Jesus entrusted His 5 authority (His delegated governing
rule) first to apostles and their teams (Matthew 28:16-20; 2 Corinthians 13:10).
This does not mean the apostles are better than any other gift, nor that their
contribution is more important that any other believer. But in terms of
spearheading the Great Commission, apostles are functionally senior (1
Corinthians 12:12-29). For this reason, being apostolic aligned - in right
connection with apostolic vision and counsel — is absolutely crucial. We have too
many one-man shows or splinter groups who attempt to tackle the “strong man” in
an area only to end up making a lot of noise (and thus, creating confusion) or
worse, getting seriously hurt. The sons of Sceva remain a startling example of the
danger of stepping outside one’s level of authority (Acts 19:13-16).

This has the following implications. There are battles that a local church, let alone
an individual, cannot fight in our country or even our city. This does not mean that
we should not pray into these battles or pray for those who can fight these battles.
We definitely should! But in so doing, we should position our expectations
appropriately...ensuring that we are effective in our level of authority. For
example, a home church should be praying against the crime in their city (and
country); but aware that their prayers alone will not completely eradicate the
problem. However, if the Church of Jesus Christ — of which they are a part; and
should thus be doing their part — is faithfully praying against the crime in their city
a greater degree of effectiveness may be expected. Certainly, what we can (and
should) do is pray for the crime in our street and look for practical ways to improve
the safety of our neighbourhood.



So what levels of authority clearly exist?

(1) Apostolic authority.
We must be apostolically aligned within apostolic vision and covenant (1
Corinthians 4:15, 16).

(2) Eldership rule.
We must be rightly aligned in spiritual community, accountable to eldership
oversight (Hebrews 13:17; 1 Timothy 5:17).

(3) Fatherhood in our homes and marriages.
We must allow God to establish His order in our homes and marriages
(Ephesians 5:22-33; 6:1-4).

(4) Believers’ authority.

We are to enforce Christ’s rule against sin and the devil (Luke 10:19). The
strength of this authority lies in our submission to His loving Lordship in our
lives: our minds, attitudes, perspectives, relationships and the stewardship of
the responsibilities and resources He has entrusted to us*.

*Without going to deep into this vital subject here, the Name of Jesus is a mighty weapon wielded by those in
whom the Nature of Jesus is formed. The power is not resident in just the word “Jesus” (the name Jesus was
and is a popular common name for men both in the first century and today in continents such as South

America). God’s power is resident in the Person whose Name is Jesus, the Christ, the Son of the Living God.
And when our nature is being conformed to His nature, faith in Him releases great authority).

(5) Secular Government.
We must be honouring and submissive to the authority of the country we
dwell in (Romans 13:1-7).

It may be worth recalling here the value God places on honouring spiritual
fatherhood in the spiritual community we are apart of. The Bible reveals a number
of key father-son relationships; such as Moses and Joshua, Naomi and Ruth,
Samuel and David, Elijah and Elisha, and the backbone of the early church: Jesus -
Peter - Barnabas - Paul - Timothy. In each case, the “son” experienced a definite
release of authority, and therefore anointing, through honouring the “father”.

Strategy: first ensure that one is apostolically aligned, and then grasp one’s
own measure of rule, aggressively releasing His Kingdom rule within it.
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Barnabas was sent from Jerusalem to discern whether the activity among the
Gentiles at Antioch was a genuine work of God. He could so easily have brought
his Jewish package with him and missed what God was doing. He could so easily
have brought Jerusalem’s bias with him and cut across the unique work God was
doing in Antioch. Instead, Barnabas was led by the Lord to discern the

upon them...to witness the fresh work of God in their city and encourage
them to ,

We are not called to be exporters of religion, promoting “our salvation package”,
polluted with our cultural bent or coloured with what may be “working” in our

situation. Rather, as 9 (1 Corinthians 3:9), we are to co-
operate with Him in firstly discerning His finger-print in a people group; His
redemptive trigger in the we serve. When we come first to honour what

God has already done, then we can open people’s eyes to the redeeming hand of
God; who has always been at work among them. We can be confident that His eyes
are scanning 6 ;

- (2 Chronicles 16:9).

There are two crucial benefits in discerning the grace of God in the people we are
called to reach.

(1) It removes the natural prejudices that would otherwise develop; biases that
would cause us to patronize and belittle the very people we have come to serve.
But when we show genuine respect for them, we establish credibility in the
minds of those we are called to reach.

(2) It enables us to identify the redemptive trigger(s) in people. Discerning the
finger-print of God in people and pulling the trigger is so much more fruitful
and rewarding than attempting to impose our bias.

Then — and only then — can we secondly look to discern the strongholds, and the
prevailing demonic principalities that exploit them, within the people we are
called to reach™. Discerning the spiritual forces that hold people captive is crucial
If we are going to release the Kingdom rule of God. We can trust for the Spirit’s
aid and resources as we seek His counsel (1 Corinthians 12:10)...and maintain a
purity of perspective, by first discerning the grace of God on the people.

Strategy: first discern the grace of God on the people, and second discern the
prevailing spirits opposing God’s Kingdom rule.

*See Attachment for “The Formation & Fruit of Strongholds”.
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Paul certainly knew the value of intercessory prayer, and we have stressed its
importance already in this course (see pp. 38-41). But let us zero in on two specific
weapons in our armoury.

Intercessory repentance and appeall.

We have already looked at the spiritual battle that was waging through Daniel’s
intercessory prayer (Daniel 10). This should lead us to ask this question: “*~
did Daniel pray?” The point, of course, is not to then produce “another prayer-
book” and quote it verbatim; but we can certainly learn lessons on effective
intercession if we did, in fact, have a record of what Daniel prayed to achieve the
results he enjoyed. The good news is that God did not just give us an inside peep
into the dynamics of Daniel’s warfare, but He also gave us an inside peep into the
language of Daniel’s effective intercession.

In Daniel, Chapter 9 (vv. 4-19) we have in graphic detail, an example of Daniel’s
earnest intercession. Studying this heart-wrenching flow of intercession we note
the following:

There is no direct prayer “against” the devil and his demonic forces in
Daniel’s intercession. His prayers were focused on God as he interceded on
behalf of the people of Israel (see Daniel 9:3-19). This is not to say that the
Spirit will not lead us to specifically address and resist demonic power on
occasion. He will and does. But our focus is to be clearly set on God, not on
the devil. It is our faith in God’s character and His will, as we persevere in
co-operating with Him, which drives back the darkness and establishes the
Lord’s Kingdom purpose. The point made here is that, while praying
“against” the enemy is valid, there are more important key lessons we need to
learn first to be effective in spiritual warfare. Often an over-emphasis on
praying “against” the devil means we miss these more important lessons.

The first key lesson in Daniel’s prayer is what we call “intercessory
repentance”. Daniel so identified with the sin of his people that he repented
. For example, Daniel repents,

, (9:13), yet we know he was himself not guilty of
this (6:10). Daniel was a man of prayer, yet he repented on behalf of his
nation’s prayerlessness. He was a man who walked righteously before God,
yet repented on behalf of his nation’s ungodliness. Daniel, thus, properly
captured the heart of intercession by humbling himself and identifying with
those he was standing in the gap for. This is, of course, what Jesus Himself
personified on the cross as the Ultimate Intercessor.

*This section is taken from our article on “Intercessory Prayer: Carrying the Heart of God”



The second key lesson in Daniel’s prayer is what we call “intercessory
appeal”. Daniel became desperate, completely emotional, and in this “honest
identification” appealed to God to intervene. He so identified with his
people’s sin that he began to cry out to God with such emotional intensity, one
would almost believe that his own present and eternal destiny was at stake: /

, 6 =/ , 6 =/ , 6 = (9:19). These were
not arrogant demands, but desperate pleas for God’s intervention: / , 6
according to all Your righteousnesst - 6 C

z C

(because “we have none”, is the implication)b
because of Your great mercies (9:16-18).

God’s power is fully released through our intercession, not when we get all
“psyched-up” and vyell at the devil; but when we humble ourselves,
acknowledging how undeserving we (on behalf of those we pray for) are, and
thus desperately appeal to God’s great mercy (also 2 Chronicles 7:14). Obviously,
our repentance and appeal does not absolve those we pray for from their
individual (or corporate) responsibility. The role of the intercessor is not to take
away another’s responsibility (this is not possible). However, the intercessor does,
through intercessory repentance and appeal, remove the satanic blinders from an
individual or a group, enabling them to better exercise their free-will to make the
necessary response to God that they alone can make.

Praying against the enemy (and for the people he uses).

Prayer should be directed zo God. And as we have stressed in intercessory
repentance and appeal above, our focus in intercession must be essentially on
Him. However, as we do this, He may enable us to discern the nature of the
principality that opposes God’s will in a people group or region, and may lead us
to specifically address these evil forces, or certainly the source of their power, the
devil. For example, it seems clear that materialism is a stronghold in the city of
Johannesburg and the nature of the principality has to do with greed, ambition
and pride. We may then be led to pray against the activity of this prevailing spirit,
addressing the devil’s power in Jesus Name. Since the Bible forbids us to pray
or commune with evil spirits, is it Biblical to address them?

Yes. Jesus directly addressed the devil (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10) and demons on
numerous occasions (for example, Mark 1: 25; 5:8, 9). Paul directly addressed the
python spirit (Acts 16:18). Even the psalmist addressed the demonic: ~
(Psalm 97:7). Therefore, although praying to evil spirits is
forbldden as sorcery, addressing demonic power is Biblical. Led by the Spirit, we
address — pray against — the devil, or the specific prevailing spirit discerned, in
the Name of Jesus. In this act of spiritual warfare, we rebuke demonic power as
the Lord’s representatives (in His authority); declaring His government rule. In
this way we present the Lord’s eviction notice, driving out demonic influence.



Discovering the exact name of the specific principality oppressing a people group
or region may be helpful but it is not Biblically necessary. We must be cautious
not to become overly interested or concerned with the exact name of the demon
power that needs to be overcome. If the Spirit reveals it to us then we can be sure
that it will be helpful in discerning the enemy’s intentions or (2
Corinthians 2:11). Generally, though, discerning the nature of the enemy is
sufficient to, in Jesus Name, begin to actively pray against it. In our Johannesburg
example, it is not necessary to say, rebuke the spirit of by name
(Matthew 6:24) or any twenty-first century equivalent, in our prayers.

We have only one example in all four Gospels of Jesus inquiring after the name
of the demonic; in His conflict with (Mark 5:1-20). And it seems that
this incident was an example of corporate-level not personal-level spiritual
warfare. Although Jesus was in confrontation with one individual, He engaged
with an unusually strong demonic spirit ranking over many others (v. 9), who had
regional influence through possessing this man (vv. 3-5, 15) and who desired to
remain within that particular region (v. 10). Jesus, on this occasion, seemed to
benefit from knowing the principalities name, although He did not need to do so
in any other recorded instance. Therefore, while we should be open (and wise) to
the Lord’s leading concerning praying against the nature of the enemy, we need
not necessarily require the name of the foe.

Interceding for influential people and leaders is a vital task of the church (1
Timothy 2:1, 2). Especially, when we discern that the devil is using them to
directly exploit people and oppose God’s will. Ungodly leadership is never God’s
problem; they are often simply puppets on a string used by satan to achieve his
purposes. Intercession — pure and compassionate — for them removes the satanic
blinkers from their eyes so that God’s will may be revealed. Then, because we
have the confidence that A 9B - (Daniel
5:23), we can pray that He will use them to achieve His purpose. It was with this
confidence that the early church sought the Lord when opposed by their political
leaders (Acts 4:18-21, 24-28). The words they used are powerful; speaking of
Herod and Pilate, they declare: A < B

C C (vv. 27, 28).

Strategy: All breakthroughs in the natural require victory in intercessory prayer.
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(2 Corinthians 4:3, 4).

When Jesus discovered a stronghold of unbelief in Nazareth, He began teaching
them free of their unbelief (Mark 6:1-6). In order for a church to pull down the
strongholds from which demonic power oppress its city or region, the church
must be free from the influence of the strongholds that it lays siege to. If, for
example, a church is overcome with materialism, it can do little to free others in
whom this has a strong hold.

This is a vital point. Intercession, then in itself, is limited. Yes, without
intercessory prayer we will never enjoy the victory; yet without the truth revealed
and demonstrated victory will not be fully realized. Our responsibility as God’s
people in our region is to stand firm in all truth, and to especially flesh out the truth
in the very areas in which our region are in bondage (1 Timothy 3:15). We need to,
in this sense, operate in the opposite spirit. Let us return to our Johannesburg
example and one of the prevailing strongholds in that city: materialism. As we
operate in the opposite spirit... contentment (Philippians 4:11-13; 1 Timothy 6:6-
10)...we resist the enemy’s influence; releasing the Lord’s Kingdom rule. When
the enemy has emptied the soul of a person through materialism, ravaging their
family, marriage, confidence and dreams...they will look desperately for the
refreshing waters of pure contentment found in Him alone...if we, the church, are
being a prophetic pointer to this stream of life!

We need to be a prophetic people to our city, demonstrating in attitude and action —
as individuals and as a community — the very truth that will set our cities free. In
this way we become the answer as well as being able to zeach people the answer.
The degree of spiritual influence that a church has in its city is dependent on the
depth of personal and corporate victory that believers have over the strongholds in
that city. This corporate Christlikeness gives us influence in corporate warfare.

God had a purpose — an original purpose — for the establishment of every city.
When we identify this purpose, and live in a way that prophetically provides
answers to the bondages of our city, we begin to redeem our cities, inviting the rule
of God. What we refer to as the “redemption gift” of a city is thus uncovered and
enables the city to better align with God’s purpose.



For example, Johannesburg was founded on the Gold Rush. God’s original purpose
for Johannesburg was for this city to be a resource to Africa and the world.
Tragically, due to the stronghold of materialism, many have instead bankrupted
their hearts in trying to full their own pockets. The “redemption gift” of this city
remains God’s purpose. God still intends that this city be a resource to Africa and
the world, and when God’s people choose to swim upstream of the ungodly forces
In that city — content in God, free from the shackles of materialism — they will
begin (and continue) to release the wealth of God.

Strategy: As we obey the Truth of God, we must pay particular attention to
demonstrating the truths that will shatter the strongholds that keep our region
bound.
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(Philippians 2:2).

Intercession and truth are core strategies to enforce Christ’s victory and release His
Kingdom rule. However...intercession and truth cannot be carried out in isolation
of others. We can intercede until the cows come home...we can know the truth
inside out...but if we A B = A B

(1 Corinthians 13:2, 3). And Paul was not referring to loving God...(that
Is obviously the starting point)...but he was teaching us to love others! Without
love, we have no unity...and without unity, Jesus warned:

6
(Luke 11:17). United we stand; divided we fall.

Paul’s joy was fulfilled...not when the Philippian church had great times of
corporate worship...not when they enjoyed intense intercession...not when they
did city-wide evangelism...not when they sent out teams to the nation...but when
they were in unity: # 6

6 (Philippians 2:2). It is from this place of unity that true
Kingdom exploits are launched! For this reason, Jesus was so firm on those who
refused to reconcile: + b

(Matthew 18:15-17). For this reason, the Bible reveals that

one of the things the Lord IS
(Proverbs 6:19).

One of the clear tests that always occur when we seek to establish the Lord’s
Kingdom is the enemy’s counter-attack on relationships...to dismantle our unity in
Him. There is such tremendous power released through agreement (Amos 3:3;
Matthew 18:19; Psalm 133:1-3); the enemy will do all that he possibly can to
dampen our dynamite by sowing confusion and misunderstanding; thus, causing
disagreement. The sad plight of too many churches is that they become bound
fighting one another rather than contending for the cities they were called to
deliver. Unless we purpose to fight (and overcome) the major battles of the Lord;
we will, by default, become bound fighting the minor battles of the flesh. And
sadly, no blood is shed swifter than brother killing brother...as every civil war
readily testifies.

No wonder Paul gave explicit instructions to the church at Ephesus to first walk in
unity before reminding them to suit up for battle (Ephesians 6:10-18):
6
6 6 6
1 (Ephesians 4:1-3).

Strategy: All victory is dependent on the unity of the Spirit.
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(Ephesians 6:11-18).

Strongholds, by definition, are deeply entrenched within a people group and one
round of prayer is not likely to dislodge them. Persevering intercession, from the
bedrock of truth and unity, is the battle-ram bringing breakthrough. This is one
reason Paul described spiritual warfare with the phrase - rather than
“we...box”. Wrestling requires continual, persevering exertion against an opponent
to prevail.

God requires perseverance for two reasons.

(1) Through perseverance our motives are tested, through this purifying process
we are readied to receive the authority for victory. Through perseverance the
seed potential of Christ invested in us is proved and matured.

One of the motives tested through our perseverance is our commitment to the
people we are called to reach. If our motives are impure and selfish we will not
make it through the second round. Only when we serve for the glory of the
King and out of a loyalty to His calling will we prevail.

(2) Through perseverance, the power of God increases;, through this enlarging
process the firepower of God is released for breakthrough. There are degrees of
power (Acts 1:8; 4:33 and 6:8) and persevering intercession is one key way of
increasing spiritual power (James 5:16 AMP). Faith (truth) and agreement
(unity) are actually other means of increasing power. But perseverance — faith
and agreement over time — is the vital factor for releasing breakthrough power.
It is a chilling thought to realise that if Daniel had not persevered in
Intercession, victory would not have occurred (Daniel 10:2-6, 10-13).

As we persevere, we can trust that the light of God dispels the darkness; what
we refer to as the principle of displacement. 1t is unreasonable to view the
conflict between angelic beings on a natural level; angels do not literally wield
swords and chop demons in half. More correctly, the battle is one of occupying
the invisible realm with influence: spiritual light or darkness. When John
records the battle between Michael and his angels and satan and his angels, he
expresses Michael’s victory by explaining that there was no more

for the demonic forces (Revelation 12:7, 8). In a word then, they were
“displaced”. Paul likewise urges us to give no (Ephesians
4:27). As we contend in persevering prayer, we clear out the heavenly places;
God’s Kingdom rule displaces the enemy’s influence.

Strategy: When we understand the Lord’s call and hear His voice, we are to
persevere until breakthrough comes.

1 Yo



1 M.

+ - > ) 4
6 (1 Corinthians 16:8, 9).

Even standing united in His authority, armed with His discernment and truth,
persevering in intercession; one can still miss it...if the timing is off! The right
battle at the wrong time...is the wrong battle! Even a casual study of the life of
Paul reveals his acute attention to timing. He told the Corinthians that he was going
to remain in Ephesus until the feast of Pentecost because he knew the Lord had
opened a door of opportunity...despite . In Philippi, Paul was
hounded by the python spirit but only rebuked it after several days (Acts 16:18).
The only reason for waiting was this issue of timing; Paul was following the
example of Christ: - 4 (John 4:34; 5:30;
8:29; 12:49; 14:10).

It is interesting that although the Lord used Paul to set up a resource church in
Ephesus that impacted the entire province of Asia Minor (Acts 19:1-20), he never
entered the temple of Diana to continue the confrontation there. Church history
tells us that John, the apostle, did do so. Long after Paul’s death and Timothy’s
ministry in Ephesus, John took up residence in this significant church.

John himself entered the temple of Diana to wage war in intercession against the
devil’s influence through the worship of Diana. During a rather intense time of
prayer, a part of the temple literally collapsed and with it, the worship of Diana
died out! Years — fifty years to be exact — of united, persevering intercession was
spent on overcoming the principality that used Diana to keep people bound
throughout Asia Minor. John’s act was the final eviction notice bringing an end to
her influence. Why did Paul not do this? Because it was not God’s timing to do so!

Anybody can rush headlong into some perceived formula for effective intercession.
But spiritual warfare is only effective to the degree that we hear God...and follow
His timing! Qur greatest mistakes are made from presumption and impatience.
We are notorious for running ahead of God or lagging behind Him. But when we
understand that He is at work...that He has gone before us...we can learn to
cooperate with Him, following His lead...in time, and in step, with Him. All other
things such as authority, discernment, intercession, truth, unity and perseverance
being in order...hearing God’s voice — and His timing — is the final piece of the
puzzle to breakthrough!

Strategy: Waiting on God’s timing is absolutely critical.
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The Formation & Fruit of Strongholds...

Affecting Circumstances
Incorrect Modelling & Teaching
Hurt & Trauma
Disappointments & Failures
Abuse & Curses

Strongholds Formed
Unbelief, Pride, Fear,
Ignorance, Selfishness, Ambition,
Lust, Greed, Bitterness, Hate

Thought Believed (Prevailing Attitudes)
Look after number one (Individualism)
Money is the answer to all problems (Materialism)

It is our right to gratify ourselves (Sensualism)
Position gives us power and control (Authoritarianism)
Everything must be perfect (Perfectionism)
Anything is possible (Idealism)

Nothing works out as promised (Cynicism)

Our existence can be explained by science (Rationalism)
Anything goes (Relativism)

Men are superior (Chauvinism)

Women are superior (Feminism)

Everything is inevitable (Fatalism)

Aid is provided for by spiritual powers (Spiritism)
God is not involved (interested) in our affairs (Agnosticism)
There is no God (Atheism)

There is nothing to all this (Existentialism)
Spirituality is achieved by a system of beliefs (Religionism)
Success is guaranteed through hard work (Workaholism)
Happiness is found looking within oneself (Humanism)
Satisfaction is our right (Hedonism)

Some people are inferior to others (Racism)
Through violence we can get our way (Sadism)
Support must be provided by the government (Socialism)
We must defend our country at all costs (Patriotism)
Our culture is superior (Nationalism)

Outcomes Experienced
Co-dependence, Independence, Loneliness, Addictions
Confusion, Gullibility, Deception, Heresies, Discord
Lying, Cheating, Stealing, Jealousy, Divisiveness, Corruption
Prejudice, Criticalness, Bigotry, Violence, Murder
Promiscuity, Fornication, Adultery, Pornography
Complacency, Lethargy, Insomnia, Laziness, Poverty
Anxiety, Hopelessness, Despair, Depression, Suicide
Cynicism, Rebellion, Lawlessness, Anarchy
Occult, Witchcraft, Sorcery
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